
This	beau*ful	book	caught	my	emo*ons	and	had	me	
apprecia*ng	so	much	about	paren*ng,	siblings,	and	
family.	My	daughters	loved	it	too!	This	is	s	book	for	
every	family	to	have	on	their	favorites	list.		Amazon	
5	Star	review	

A	warmly	illustrated	board	book	with	a	poe9c	
text	that	perfectly	encapsulates	the	balancing	
act	of	giving	a>en9on	to	both	older	and	younger	
siblings,	encouraging	families	to	put	aside	ample	
“you	and	me”	9me	for	everyone.		
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I	am	brown.	I	
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I	drew	this	
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I	built	this	
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I	designed	

this	you.		
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Introduc9on	
	

By	now,	many	of	us	are	aware	of	the	significant	shortage	of	inclusive	children’s	books	on	the	market.	

The	CLPE’s	2018	report	on	ethnic	representa-on	in	children’s	literature,	Reflec-ng	Reali-es,	commented	

on	the	“small	yet	posi-ve	shi:s”	since	their	landmark	2017	survey,	highligh-ng	a	rise	from	1%	to	4%	in	

Black,	Asian	and	Minority	Ethnic	(BAME)	protagonists	in	children’s	books.	Despite	this	small	rise,	these	

figures	are	s-ll	woefully	unrepresenta-ve	of	the	2.5	million	BAME	schoolchildren	in	the	UK	that	make	up	

one-third	of	the	na-onal	total.		

For	too	long,	books	with	diverse	characters,	writers	and	illustrators	have	come	up	against	barriers	in	

publishing.	But	the	fact	remains	that	these	books	are	sorely	needed.	BookTrust	is	quick	to	recognise	the	

benefits	of	‘windows’	and	‘mirrors’	in	books,	where	children	can	gain	insights	into	different	ways	of	life,	

whilst	also	finding	reflec-ons	of	themselves	and	their	environments.	For	children	who	struggle	to	find	

representa-on	in	books,	the	risk	is	that	they	are	less	inclined	to	read	for	pleasure	–	a	prac-ce	with	

proven	long-term	benefits.	

In	2020,	following	yet	another	call	to	ac-on	from	the	Black	Lives	Ma@er	movement,	we	need	to	focus	on	

the	quality,	not	just	quan-ty,	of	representa-on.	Own-voices	are	key	in	maintaining	cultural	sensi-vity	

and	accuracy	within	stories.	And	whilst	themes	of	social	jus-ce	are	important,	every	child	deserves	to	

see	themselves	inhabi-ng	spaces	of	comedy,	adventure	and	fantasy	too.	

Since	Lantana	Publishing	launched	in	2014,	we	have	been	proud	to	priori-se	diversity	and	inclusion	in	all	

our	books.	This	catalogue	features	our	-tles	alongside	many	others,	which	amplify	stories	of	children	

from	a	diverse	range	of	families	and	backgrounds.	We	hope	that	the	rising	interest	in	inclusive	books	

con-nues	to	grow	in	line	with	our	own	passion	for	publishing	stories	in	which	all	children	can	see	
themselves	reflected.	

		
Alice	Curry	and	Vanessa	Brown	Lantana	Publishing	
	

Cover	Art	by	Sandhya	Prabhat	and	used	with	the	kind	permission	of	Lantana	Publishing.	

t	

Lantana	#BlackLives	Ma>er	Selec9on	

A Story About

AFIYA
James Berry
Anna Cunha
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CHITRA	SOUNDAR	&	POONAM	MISTRY	

Chitra	Soundar	has	published	over	30	well-	loved	picture	

books	in	India	and	the	UK.	Poonam	Mistry’s	artwork	has	

been	nominated	twice	for	a	Kate	Greenaway	Medal.	The	

‘You’re’	series	have	become	favourite	bestsellers	

The	energe-c	Farmer	Falgu	tales	radiate	with	adventure	and	

op-mism,	while	Kanika	Nair	underscores	it	with	minimalis-c	

artwork	splashed	with	just	a	dab	of	vivid,	striking	colour.		

Chitra	Soundar	captures	the	flavour	

of	Varanasi	through	Varsha,	a	

young	girl	out	in	search	of	her	

father.	Follow	Varsha	as	she	skips	

past	the	ghats	by	the	river	Ganges,	

and	hurries	through	the	narrow	

alleys	of	this	-meless	city.		

	

Farmer	Falgu	
Chitra	Soundar		
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Top	Diversity	Selec9on	

Ken Wilson-Max

Lennyand
Wilbur
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Alanna is represented by MMS • Tel: 020 8898 5211 • Email: Tricia@mms-publishing.com • www.mms-publishing.com 

Magical artwork enhances this beautiful story set in Russia. 

The Firebird asks a little girl, Masha, to help hide her eggs from the

witch, Baba Yaga. Masha paints them to match the four elements –

earth, water, air and fire – but has to do even more when Baba Yaga 

gets her hands on the last one...
ABOUT THE AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR

MARGARET BATESON-HILL

As well as being a talented writer, 

Margaret is a professional story-teller and

works in schools, libraries and museums. 

The daily contact with children inspires

her work which is always perfectly suited

for the age group. 
Margaret has published six picture books

and a fiction trilogy about one of her

favourite subjects, dragons! 

www.margaretbateson-hill.co.uk

ANNE WILSON was born on the tiny 

Ascension Island in the South Atlantic

and grew up in England. Anne has as MA

in illustration from Central St Martin’s

College of Art, London and has been 

practising as an illustrator for over 15

years. As well as illustrating children’s

books, Anne has a range of greeting cards

and art prints: www.anne-wilson.co.uk

Stories from Around the World
Drawing on traditional themes, storyt

eller and 

writer, Margaret Bateson-Hill has writ
ten 

a beautiful new story.

• A beautifully-written, poetic story from a talented writer and storyteller;

• Features the full story in Russian Cyrillic script alongside the English;

• Masha uses her craft to solve her problems – templates and instructions 

are included at the back to inspire children to try the craft for themselves.
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Hannah Carmona
Anna Cunha
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SANDHYA RAO
Pictures PRIYA KURIYAN

ZAKIR and his tabla

32

ONE AND MANY originally in Hindi 
by Indu Sreekumar pictures Deepa Balsavar

One me and many friends… one pond and many fishes… So much fun  
in so many! A book about the one and the many in our world full of 
differences, with illustrations that capture that world in joyous detail.
24 pages, 9” x 9”, full colour, soft cover, for 2 years and above 
English with Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali  ` 165

THE BIRDIE POST story Bhavna Jain Bhuta pictures Jaikar Marur

Chikki’s mother tells her to give a message to Bitti Aunty. But Chikki is very 
very lazy! What does she do? Follow the feathers for a chirpy new take on 
‘tweeting’! Animated pictures parade a trail of colourful birds that children  
will love to name.
20 pages, 7” x 8.5”, full colour, soft cover, for 2 years and above 
English with Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali  ` 135

WHERE SHALL I PAINT? story Nandini Nayar pictures Anupama Iyer

Pranav loves to paint pictures – of flowers, cars and mountains in red,  
blue, green and yellow. But now his book is full! As this ‘artist-in-residence’ 
searches for his canvas, quirky illustrations bring to life a favourite  
childhood pastime!
24 pages, 7” x 8.5”, full colour, soft cover, for 2 years and above 
English with Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali  ` 135

NOT YET! story Nandana Dev Sen pictures Niloufer Wadia

“My dear, it’s time for bed,” says Ma. But “Can a frog stand on its head?” 
wonders her little girl. Lost in a world where she must learn to fly with  
birds in the sky, snuggle a whale, kiss the kangaroo… she has so much 
to do! Sleep? Not yet! Playful rhyme and lovable pictures take us lilting 
through a child’s fantasy world and the cosy warmth of bedtime ritual.
28 pages, 8.5” x 9.5”, full colour, soft cover, for 2 years and above 
English with Hindi  ` 175  
Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali  ` 150

THE SEED by Deepa Balsavar

A little girl discovers a seed. She puts it in a pot – and then    
begins the thrill of watching it grow. The wonder of emerging  
new life comes through minimal text and charming pictures.                
20 pages, 7” x 8”, full colour, soft cover, for 2 years and above 
English with Hindi  ` 100  Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati  ` 95
Outstanding International Book for Children, The White Ravens 2007

BILINGUAL PICTURE BOOKS 
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EKKI DOKKI story Sandhya Rao pictures Ranjan De

A timeless Marathi folktale about one-haired Ekki and two-haired Dokki, 

illustrated with happy triangles. 

24 pages, 7” x 8.5”, full colour, soft cover, for 3 years and above 

English  ` 125  Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali  ` 95

KOLABA story Sandhya Rao pictures Ranjan De

Sonabai lives by making and selling sweets with berries from her tree. All is well 

until Kolaba the fox enters the scene. A Marathi folktale with stylised paper-cut 

illustrations. 

24 pages, 8.5” x 7”, full colour, soft cover, for 3 years and above 

English  ` 125  Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati  ` 95

ISMAT’S EID story Fawzia Gilani-Williams pictures Proiti Roy

A crisp adaptation of a delightful Turkish tale about Ismat and his Eid  

purchases. The illustrations capture the humour and cultural resonances  

of the story.

24 pages, 9.5” x 8.5”, full colour, soft cover, for 5 years and above                 

English  ` 175  Hindi, Tamil, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali  ` 150

US Edition, Vermont Red Clover Award, USA 2011-12        

THE TRICKSTER BIRD story Rinchin pictures Manjari Chakravarti

A smart partridge turns trickster in this humorous ‘grandma story’ that moves 

in and out of two worlds – one of a time when little Renchu’s family were 

people of the forest and trapped birds for the begum’s parties, and one of now 

when they have been forced into cities to live in jhuggis as ragpickers. 

28 pages, 9.5” x 8.5”, full colour, soft cover, for 6 years and above 

English  ` 165  Hindi, Tamil, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali  ` 150

THE SWEETEST MANGO story Malavika Shetty pictures Ajanta Guhathakurta 

A sweet, simple story with luscious pictures that evoke delicious flavours  

of hot days, warm friendships and the smell of mango in the air. 

24 pages, 9.5” x 8.5”, full colour, soft cover, for 5 years and above 

English  ` 150, Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali  ` 135

Highly Commended Book, South Asia Book Awards 2013   

WORDBIRD BOOKS

PICTURE	BOOKS	
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22	#tles	available	in	these	languages:		
Arabic,	Bengali,	Chinese,	Farsi,	French,	German,	Italian,	Japanese,	Turkish,	
Spanish,	Polish,	Gujara#,	Portuguese,	Russian,	Somali,	Urdu,	Vietnamese.	

	

publishing
Patricia Billings & Manuela Gutierrez  

MILET	BILINGUAL	MY	FIRST	BOARD	BOOKS	

9	



POETRY	BOOKS	
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‘I want to go home,’ said 
Ayesha, who was the biggest 
scaredy-cat in the world. 

The-thing-in-the-corner 
moved again. Mummy-Papa had 
banned, forbidden, prohibited, in short, 
said a big, fat NO to Maya playing 
in the half-finished building. Too 
dangerous, they said. Rusted nails and 
broken wood and what not, they said.

FICTION		

38

FICTION

Early Readers

CROCODILE TEETH 

by Bharat Shekhar pictures Soumya Menon

Poor Grinder N Grater the old croc has lost all his teeth. And he is sick of being 

laughed at by the other animals. And tired of being hungry. With his friend Cheenchi 

Chiriya he has an idea for a brand new set of teeth, which takes them into a dark 

cave with a magic door. What’s the plan?

60 pages, 7” x 5”, black & white, soft cover 

English  ` 195

ADVENTURES OF THE HUMONGOOSE FAMILY 

by Zai Whitaker pictures Niloufer Wadia

Gundu and Keeri Humongoose take a decision! To move out of the jungle!  

And so begins their adventure into the unknown… filled with danger from  

two-legged creatures.

84 pages, 7” x 5”, black & white, soft cover 

English  ` 195

SHRINKING VANITA by Manjula Padmanabhan

Three days to go before a killer asteroid will end life on Earth! Everyone is in a 

panic. Everyone, that is, but Vanita, who has things to do. Such as saving the planet.  

She has a plan drawn up to the minutest detail. All pure science. With just a little 

help from fridge magnets, a little puppy – and a special ‘shrinking’ gift that she has. 

Manjula Padmanabhan’s cartoonist’s eye for people and their little eccentricities 

conflates with a supergirl story to give us this spectacular science fiction for young 

readers. A side splittingly hilarious book from a master storyteller with her tongue 

firmly in cheek and a straight face!

96 pages, 7.5” x 5”, black & white, soft cover 

English  ` 195

Peek A Book Children’s Choice Award (Ages 7-8) 2018    

THE FORBIDDEN FOREST by Kay S. pictures Soumya Menon

Arun has been told never to go to the forest near his house. But of course he MUST! 

So he slips away one day. All is well until he breaks a “rule”… and has to face the 

fierce King Yaksha, spirit guardian of the forest.

56 pages, 7” x 5”, black & white, soft cover 

English  ` 165

Best of Indian Children’s Writing (Contemporary Award) 2019 

‘CHILDREN	FIRST’	WINNER	FICTION	
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Asian	Stories	are	contemporary	tales	
set	across	Asia	and	the	Pacific.	Students	
follow	characters	their	own	age	in	their	
local	environments	–	at	school,	at	home,	
in	the	village,	visi@ng	local	landmarks	–	
so	they	can	observe	everyday	life	in	
another	culture.		
How	are	their	lives	different	to	mine?	
Who	works	in	their	families	and	how?	
What	are	THEIR	everyday	challenges?	

42

THE TENTH SON by Ayan & Ashish Malpani

A visit to see his grandfather is about to jolt ten-year-old Advik! Narada, the 
celestial messenger, drops by in the dead of night to ask for help on behalf of the 
gods. The truth he is to discover about himself will bring him face to face with the 
dreaded Harkasura and his hordes! What will he choose to do, especially when his 
grandfather’s life is on the line? A spellbinding mythological adventure into a world 
of asuras, astras and mantras, riddles and death-defying fights.
168 pages, 8.5” x 5.5”, black & white, soft cover 
English  ` 265

CAN’T STOP CODY! by Abhay Prasad & Nanditta Chibber

It all begins when Vismay falls in love with a twice abandoned puppy in a San 
Francisco animal shelter. He brings him home, except he has no clue about how to 
raise this adorable, crazy pit bull-pointer he calls Cody. As his life is taken over by a 
hyperactive ball of energy, there is also lurking danger when Cody’s curiosity leads 
him to buried treasure!
96 pages, 8.5” x 5.35”, black & white, soft cover 
English  ` 195

THAT SUMMER AT KALAGARH by Ranjit Lal 

On a holiday in the jungles of Kalagarh, Gitanjali and her cousins experience 
elephant encounters of a very strange kind! A spine-tingling tale that is taut with 
mystery and tinged with Ranjit Lal’s trademark humour.
84 pages, 8.5” x 5.35”, black & white, soft cover 
English  ` 195

DANGEROUS FROTH by Kay S. 

A spirited thirteen-year old with a penchant for make-up, Ananya Patel moves 
schools from London to India. At the highly secure boarding school in Uttarakhand, 
Ananya makes new friends, with the nerdy Mita Dey – and finds an enemy, in the 
bully Rose Mathew. She also discovers a plot to kidnap a student! Armed with 
intuition, ingenuity and her trusted cosmetics kit, Ananya confounds the kidnappers 
and changes a few minds in the process.
136 pages, 8.5” x 5.35”, black & white, soft cover 
English  ` 235

FICTION	AND	YA	

StoryWorld	
8	pages	of	
story	and	flip	
over	for	16	
pages	of	non-
fic@on	on	the	
country	
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Different	Beliefs	
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Iden#ty,	Families	and	Friends	
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Overcoming	Adversity	

Tomorrow
Nadine Kaadan

Inspired by the 
discoveries of Nobel 

Prize Laureates in 
Physics, Chemistry 

and Medicine

Harmony	and	Understanding	

15	



I am brown. I am beautiful. 
I am perfect. 

I drew this picture. 
I built this building. 

I designed this computer. 
I ran this race. 
I won this prize. 
I wrote this book. 

I am brown. I am amazing. 
I am you.
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Black	History	and	Overcoming	Adversity	

How and why did the transatlantic slave trade develop? What kind of life
did an African captured into slavery lead? Who were the abolitionists and
why did the campaign for abolition last so long? What were the effects of
slavery on post-emancipation US life? Has slavery really been abolished in
the world today? This title examines the key questions behind slavery and
the slave trade, with a wide-ranging survey from the ancient world to the
practice of slavery today. It looks at the driving forces and vested interests
behind the slave trade and assesses the legacy slavery has had on working
practices worldwide.

Events and Outcomes present a two-part investigation of a major event or
significant era in world history. The books provide:

• Detailed narrative, drawing on original sources, pictures and photographs
• Analysis of the immediate significance of events and their place in the

bigger picture
• Examination of the consequences of these events, tracing their impact

not just for contemporaries, but for the generations that follow
• Comprehensive glossary, index and timeline

About the author
Tom Monaghan has taught History at secondary level for over twenty years. He was

Secretary of the Scottish History Teachers’ Association for twelve years and is the author

of a number of history resources. He was formerly Teacher Fellow in History at the

Institute of Education, University of Stirling.

About the consultant
With a doctorate in African History from the University of London, Dr Kevin Shillington

has many years’ experience working in, and writing about, Africa. He is the author of

History of Africa (2nd edition 1995).

Page	9			Bilingual	board	books	
Page	10	Poetry,	Inclusion	and	inclusion	Fic@on	
Page	11	Children	First	and	Fic@on	
Page	12	Fic@on	and	YA	
Page	13	Different	Beliefs	
Page	14	Iden@ty,	Families	and	Friends	
Page	15	Harmony	&	Understanding	and	Overcoming	Adversity	
Back	Cover	16	Black	History	and	Overcoming	Adversity	

Catalogue	Contents	
Page	2	Black	Lives	MaZer	Selec@on	
Page	3	Chitra	Soundar	and	Poonam	Mistry	
Page	4	Lulu	and	Zeki	
Page	5	Lenny	and	Top	Diversity	Selec@on		
Page	6	Picture	Books		
Page	7	Picture	Books	
Page	8	Picture	Books	

	


