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xAnne Frank

Anne Frank - Her life  | 104 pages 

Anne Frank (1929-1945) is probably the most famous teenage girl 
from the Netherlands. She is known for her diary. Anne and her 
family are Jewish. They live in Amsterdam. During World War II, 
they have to live in hiding in the Secret Annexe.

In Anne Frank, her life you will read about Anne Frank. About her life 
before she has to go into hiding and her life in the Secret Annexe. 
About her first love and her fear of being found. You will also find 
out what happens when her family is discovered. Anne dies in a
concentration camp at just 15 years old. She is one of the six million 
Jewish victims of World War II.

Anne Frank (1929-1945) is probably the most famous 

teenage girl from the Netherlands. She is known for 

her diary. Anne and her family are Jewish. They live in 

Amsterdam. During World War II, they have to live in 

hiding in the Secret Annexe. 

In Anne Frank, her life you will read about Anne Frank. 

About her life before she has to go into hiding and 

her life in the Secret Annexe. About her first love and 

her fear of being found. You will also find out what 

happens when her family is discovered. Anne dies in a 

concentration camp at just 15 years old. She is one of 

the six million Jewish victims of World War II.
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Anne is afraid that they will be found. She is afraid that  

they will be shot. At night, Anne is afraid too. Of the sound  

of thunder, shooting and planes. What she likes to do best 

then, is get into her dad’s bed. ‘I know it sounds childish,’  

she writes in her diary. ‘But you should hear it! The noise  

is so loud you can barely hear yourself think.’

Anne Frank, her life
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www.readzonebooks.com

Anne Frank in short
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ANNE FRANK IN SHORT

Anne Frank is born in Germany in 1929. In 
1933, the Jewish family moves to Amsterdam. 
During World War II, they go into hiding in 
the Secret Annexe. There, Anne writes in her 
world-famous diary. 

What was Anne’s life like? Find out in this 
easy-to-read book that helps you learn 
English easily! 

Anne Frank 
in short

www.readzonebooks.com

Anne Frank - in short  | 96 pages 

Anne Frank is born in Germany in 1929. In 1933, the Jewish family 
moves to Amsterdam. During World War II, they go into hiding in
the Secret Annexe. There, Anne writes in her world-famous diary.

What was Anne’s life like? Find out in this easy-to-read book that 
helps you learn English easily!
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My diary will be my best friend. 
Because I don’t have a real best friend. 
I will call my friend Kitty. I will write lots 
of letters to her. Oh, I cannot wait to 
start writing!

When Anne turns 13, she gets a diary. 
It is not a normal birthday. 
The world is at war and Anne 
and her family are living in 
hiding. Anne writes all of 
her secrets in the diary 
until 1 August, 1944. 
A few days later, the 
people in hiding are 
discovered. 

www.readzonebooks.com

My name is Anne  | 112 pages 

My diary will be my best friend. Because I don’t have a real best friend. 
I will call my friend Kitty. I will write lots of letters to her. 
Oh, I cannot wait to start writing!

When Anne turns 13, she gets a diary. It is not a normal birthday. 
The world is at war and Anne and her family are living in hiding. 
Anne writes all of her secrets in the diary until 1 August, 1944. 
A few days later, the people in hiding are discovered.
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Anne Frank - in short   |   Sample inside pages

Anne Frank - Her life   |   Sample inside pages

My name is Anne   |   Sample inside pages
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xEastern Europe tales

Nasreddin Hodja   | 96 pages 

Nasreddin Hodja stories were spread by word of mouth.
Today, these stories are told over a vast geographic area
extending from East Turkmenistan to Hungary and from
Southern Siberia to North Africa and have been translated into 
many languages. This title contains a selection of the best-
known stories including tales about how Hodja deals with his 
wife’s hot soup, a thirsty village and a thief in the night.

Anansi the Spider   | 72 pages 

The story of Anansi the Spider originates from the Ashanti people 
of Ghana and is one of the best-known of the tales they took 
with them when they were taken captive during the slave trade. 
In the Caribbean, Anansi is often celebrated as a symbol of slave 
resistance and survival. Anansi is a rogue, a mischief-maker, and  
a wise but lovable creature who triumphs over larger foes.

Sandra van der Stege  
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The devil looks as if he is giving up. He says in a 
soft voice, ‘OK, you win. But can I please touch the 
princess one more time? Even just her little finger. 
Let me touch her one more time… then I will go back 
into the sea.’
The princess shakes her head. ‘We must not do it. 
It’s a trick,’ she says. ‘The devil always has a plan.’

A talking tree, a goat that can outsmart everyone 
and six brothers with superpowers. This book is 
full of exciting stories. You will read about dragons 
and castles, princes and princesses. The fairy tales 
come from Poland, the Czech Republic, Romania, 
Bulgaria and Serbia.

Tales from Eastern Europe is written in easy to 
understand English.

isbn  xx

WORLD TALES

Tales from Eastern Europe is part of the 
World Tales series. 

WORLD TALES

W
ORLD TALES

www.ReadZoneBooks.com

Tales from Eastern Europe  | 72 pages

A talking tree, a goat that can outsmart everyone and six 
brothers with superpowers. This book is full of exciting stories. 
You will read about dragons and castles, princes and princesses. 
The fairy tales come from Poland, the Czech Republic, Romania, 
Bulgaria and Serbia. 

Tales from Eastern Europe is written in easy to understand English.

Anansi the Spider   |   Sample inside pages

Nasreddin Hodja   |   Sample inside pages

Tales from Eastern Europe   |   Sample inside pages



xFoods we eat

Foods we eat
24 pages

Foods we eat looks at some of the tasty foods we eat every day. 
With large colourful photographs you can enjoy learning.
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Bread   |   Sample inside pages

Milk and Cheese   |   Sample inside pages

Fruit and Vegetables   |   Sample inside pages

Rice   |   Sample inside pages



Things we use
24 pages

The Things We Use series tells you all about some of the materials that are vital for 
everyday life. The books tell you how the materials are extracted, grown or manufactured, 
how they are turned into useful goods and how they are recycled and used again.
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Titles in the series
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Things We Use looks at some of the materials we use every day. 
With large colourful photographs you can enjoy learning all  
about metals.

• Where are metals found?  
• How do we use different metals?
• How are metal things made?
• What is an alloy?

Find out the answers to these questions  
and much more in this book.

METALS

METALS

JAMES NIXON

9 781783 881437

Titles in the series

  978-1-78388-143-7
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978-1-78388-146-8
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Things We Use looks at some of the materials we use every day. 
With large colourful photographs you can enjoy learning all  
about plastics.

• What are plastics?
• Where does plastic come from?
• How is plastic made?
• How is plastic useful?

Find out the answers to these questions  
and much more in this book.

Plastic
Plastic

£9.99 9 781783 881451

Titles in the series
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TILES

Things We Use looks at some of the materials we use every day. 
With large colourful photographs you can enjoy learning all  
about textiles.

• What are textiles?
• Where do textiles come from?
• How are textiles made?
• How are textiles coloured?

Find out the answers to these questions  
and much more in this book.

Textiles

Textiles

RACHEL BLOUNT

£9.99 9 781783 881468

ISBN 978-1-78388-146-8

Titles in the series

  978-1-78388-143-7

978-1-78388-144-4

978-1-78388-145-1

978-1-78388-146-8

ISBN 978-1-78388-144-4
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Things We Use looks at some of the materials we use every day. 
With large colourful photographs you can enjoy learning all  
about glass.

• Where does glass come from?  
• How do we use glass?
• How is a glass bottle made?
• What is a glass-blower?

Find out the answers to these questions  
and much more in this book.
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GLASS
GLASS

£9.99 9 781783 881444
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Glass   |   Sample inside pages

Metals   |   Sample inside pages

Plastic   |   Sample inside pages

Textiles   |   Sample inside pages

xThings We Use
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The little mermaid wants to know more. Carefully, 
she swims up to the ship. She looks in through the 
window. She sees all kinds of beautifully dressed 
people. But the most beautiful of all is the young 
prince with his black eyes.

The fairy tales of Hans Christian Andersen 
(1805 – 1875) are known all over the world. In this 
book, you will read about a Chinese nightingale, 
a brave mermaid and a real princess. You will also 
find out about an ugly duckling and a naked 
emperor. The Fairy Tales of Hans Christian Andersen 
is written in language that is easy to understand.

isbn  x

9 789086 964765

FOLKTALES

FOLKTALES

The Fairy Tales of Hans Christian Andersen is 
part of the Folktales series.

Hans 
Christian 
Andersen

The Fairy Tales of

Retold by Frans van Duijn

www.readzonebooks.com

xFolktales series

The Fairy Tales of - 
Hans Christain Andersen  
96 pages

The little mermaid wants to know more. 
Carefully, she swims up to the ship. 
She looks in through the window. She sees 
all kinds of beautifully dressed people. But 
the most beautiful of all is the young prince 
with his black eyes.

The fairy tales of Hans Christian Andersen
(1805 – 1875) are known all over the 
world. In this book, you will read about a 
Chinese nightingale, a brave mermaid 
and a real princess. You will also find 
out about an ugly duckling and a naked 
emperor. 

The Fairy Tales of Hans Christian Andersen 
is written in language that is easy to 
understand. 
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SOS in the mountains  
48 pages

Hans does not like dogs. But because his wife wants 
a dog so badly, he agrees. They get Yuri. But soon Hans 
regrets. He finds Yuri dirty and annoying. His wife suggests 
going to Austria for a week, to the mountains. And there 
Yuri shows himself from a completely different side...

Lottery ticket 
40 pages

Hassan works at a garage. One day the beautiful Assina 
stands in front of him. She’s coming to bring her car. 
When she gives him her number, Hassan can hardly believe 
it. Such a pretty girl! He wants to take her out. But he 
doesn’t have enough money. That is why Hassan decides 
to buy a lottery ticket. If he wins the lottery, he’ll call her. 
But fate has other plans for him...

xReally True



Enviromental Series | 48 pages

Written by Lynn Hugins-Cooper, Environmental awareness is a series that brings 
the need for more information on the enviroment to reluctant readers. 

Easy to read, illustrated and a book on a very hot topic!
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Climate Change   |   Sample inside pages
xEnviromental Series
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Great Discoveries

ISBN 978-1-78388-123-9

9 781783 881239
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ISBN 978-1-78388-150-5

9 781783 881505
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ISBN 978-1-78388-147-5

9 781783 881475
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ISBN 978-1-78388-122-2

9 781783 881222
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ISBN 978-1-78388-148-2

9 781783 881482
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ISBN 978-1-78388-124-6

9 781783 881246
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The Great Discoveries series is the perfect simplified introduction some of the 
Human race’s most amazing scientists and how they changed both our world and perceptions. 

Each title is told in simple easy to understand language that will feature no more than 
one to two paragraph’s per page. Visual presentation will be a key element of the high 
interest in this series and 
additional “Fact Boxes” will
feature on many spreads. 

The titles will also include a
glossary of difficult words or 
terms plus an additional section 
on “quirky/memorable facts” 
on each discovery. 

24 pages
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Evolution  |  Sample inside pages

Gravity  |  Sample inside pages

Electricity  |  Sample inside pages

Light  |  Sample inside pages

Fire  |  Sample inside pages

Antibiotics  |  Sample inside pages

The Atom  |  Sample inside pages

ISBN 978-1-78388-125-3

9 781783 881253
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ISBN 978-1-78388-149-9

9 781783 881499
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The circulation of blood  |   
Sample inside pages
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xGreat Inventions
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ISBN 978-1-78388-138-3

9 781783 881383

ISBN xx
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ISBN 978-90-8696-542-7
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Gunpowder  |  Sample inside pages

Printing  |  Sample inside pages

Steam Engine  |  Sample inside pages

The Wheel  |  Sample inside pages

Photography  |  Sample inside pages

The Telephone  |  Sample inside pages

The Computer  |  Sample inside pages
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The Great Inventions series is the perfect simplified introduction some of the Human race’s
most key and exciting innovations. Each title is told in simple easy to understand language that 
will feature no more than one to two paragraph’s per page. 

Visual presentation will be a key 
element of the high interest  
in this series and additional
“Fact Boxes” will feature on  
many spreads. The titles will 
also include a glossary of 
difficult words or terms plus an 
additional section on “quirky/
memorable facts” on each 
invention. 

24 pages
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The story of - Sugar  
48 pages

The words ‘sugar’ and ‘honey’ often appear in English pop songs. In Dutch: sugar and 
honey. But of course the singers mean something else by it. Sugar and honey also 
mean sweetheart in English. For thousands of years, English boys have called their 
girls ‘honey’. But not sugar. That came much later. Why? Because most people didn’t 
know what sugar was for a very long time. The following fairy tale shows how that 
changed…The story of - Slavery

48 pages

What is a Slave? 
Everyone owns something. It’s theirs. It belongs to them. It’s their property. Some people 
own great things. Like a house or a car. Others only own small things. For example a book, 
a photo or a hat.
 
Slavery is when someone owns another person. That person is their slave, their property. 
Just as they own a dog, cat or horse. A slave is not someone like you or me. They are not 
free. They can’t go where they want. They can’t choose their job. They cannot decide for 
themselves where they want to live. Even worse, slave owners can do whatever they want 
with their slaves. They often punish them, with a lot of violence. And sometimes they even 
kill them. That has happened a lot in the past. Anyone can be a slave: boys and girls, men 
and women. Young and old.

xThe story of

I’m about to get married - 

that’s my problem.

A princess doesn’t get much choice of husband. 

I’m a sort of prize for my father to give away.

But he’s a kind man and he loves me. When I 

was twelve, he made me a promise. I would 

not have to marry someone I don’t like.

Unfortunately, my father can’t keep his 

promise. Our country has been conquered. 

The Persians are our new masters.

The Persian king Darius is choosing a husband for me. 

At first, I thought I’d have to marry him! Yuk!

Now he’s changed his mind, thank God! Maybe it was 

the angry look I gave him when we met? The idea of 

kissing that old horse makes me sick.

I don’t expect the other choices are much better. 

Darius is giving me to one of his generals. A trophy  

for winning the war.

 

I’m going to meet these generals today. I have to be 

polite and smile. They’ll be examining me like a piece 

of meat. I know what their filthy looks will mean. 

I pray God at least one of them ok!

My name is Princess 
Amala of the Kingdom 

4 5

Anyway, the King has set up a competition between 

Farid and Maziar. The prize for the winner is ME! 
I’ll do everything I can to make sure Farid wins.

The competition is in three parts. 

Shooting arrows, lifting weights, and cooking a meal.

I can’t help Farid with shooting or lifting. But I can 

with cooking. I have a plan…

Farid easily wins the shooting competition. He shoots 

six arrows at a pole. Three arrows stick into the pole, 

three miss. Maziar shoots six arrows – and they 
all miss!

Next is the test of strength.

If Farid wins, we will marry. He is 

strong and lifts a large stone above 

his head.

Maziar laughs. He picks up the 

stone with one hand! 
He then lifts a much bigger 

stone above his head. He wins. 

One win for each man. Now 

for the cooking…

Farid and Maziar have to 

prepare a feast for Darius and 

8 9

The story of - Sugar     |   Sample inside pages
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The story of Citizenship
72 pages

Citizenship started a long time ago. 2500 
years ago. This book tells you all about it.

We are all citizens. Of a country and of the 
world. That means we are all equal. In real life 
and before the law. Kings and politicians can 
rule us, but they are not better than we are. 
That is the rule of citizenship. Citizenship gives 
us rights that can’t be taken away. We can vote 
and be elected. We can have meetings and 
protest. But we also have duties. To help other 
people and not hurt them or our country.

xThe story of

The Story of Democracy
72 pages

Sometimes, it seems that democracy is a 
modern idea. But the first democracy was in 
Greece, 3,000 years ago. Since then, people 
have been fighting to keep it. And dictators 
and kings have tried to do away with it. But 
it still exists…

Most countries in the world are democracies. 
That means that people have more power 
than kings or dictators. Together, the people 
decide how a country is run. And if they don’t 
like their rulers anymore, they elect others. 

The story of Equality
72 pages

Real equality is difficult. But humans have 
been fighting for it for thousands of years.

In principle, we know we are all equal. But 
reality shows us this is not true. Often, men 
earn more than women. White people have 
more opportunities than people who are not 
white. Rich people are more powerful than 
poor people. We don’t listen to children very 
well. And in some countries, you are worth 
less when you are gay. 

The story of Human rights
72 pages

The King of Babylon was the first to write down 
human rights. That was 3,750 years ago. From 
there, the idea of human rights spread everywhere.

Most religions in the world are based on ‘the 
golden rule’: treat others as you want to be treated. 
Human rights are about the same thing. They are 
made to make sure that everybody in the world has 
a fair go. That their rights are respected. That there is 
no torture, no slavery and that people are free to say 
what they want. That there is freedom of religion 
and freedom to protest. 

6 7

Chapter 1
The Tyrant Hippias

Listen! My name’s Hippias – and I want revenge. 
Want revenge? No, I deserve revenge. Here’s why.

I was once the Tyrant of Athens. You don’t know 
what a “tyrant” is? Well, it’s the top ruler, rather 
like a king.

There I was, Tyrant of Athens, when some cowards 
tried to kill me. It was during the City Games, too. 
A holy festival. What an insult!

My brother and I were watching the ceremonies. 
We were standing below the Acropolis – the 
fortress at the heart of Athens.
The sun was shining, the crowds were cheering – 
then up came a couple of vicious criminals.
They whipped out knives and stabbed my brother. 
Poor guy! Didn’t stand a chance. Blood everywhere. 
He died almost immediately.

As you can guess, I’m no coward. I reacted like 
lightning. ‘Get them!’ I yelled at my guards. ‘Save me!’
My soldiers stabbed one of the criminals with their 
spears. He was killed in seconds. The other man 
was soon captured.

30 31

Chapter 4
Assemblies, elections and the law

The first assemblies

Democracy is about people governing themselves. 
This is done by setting up some sort of assembly.
The idea of assemblies (meetings) is not new. For 
thousands of years, assemblies have been held all 
over the world.

The first one probably took place before the 
invention of writing (about 5,000 years ago). 
We can’t tell – we have no written records from 
that time. We know the ancient Greeks and 
Romans had assemblies. They disappeared when 
these civilizations collapsed around 1,500 years 
ago.

Things and moots

Much of northern Europe then fell into the hands 
of tribes. They often held assemblies to discuss 
important matters.

These were known as things or moots. Iceland’s 
Althing (now a parliament) has been held since 
the year 930.

Inhoud
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Athens was probably the first place in the world 
to have a democratic system of government.
That’s why we honour the first marathon runner. 
We live in democratic countries. 

Democracy in Athens

Cleisthenes is known as the “Father of Athenian 
Democracy”. His thinking went like this:

 ୭ all communities (e.g. schools, cities, countries) 
need rules (laws); without laws, you have  
chaos: everyone does what they want – theft, 
murder, etc.

 ୭ laws are made by the person or people in 
charge (e.g. the head teacher, the mayor, the 
government)

 ୭ these laws tell people what to do; if they  
break the law, they’re punished by the law 
courts

 ୭ what sort of rules (laws) are we happy to obey? 
Obviously, we’re happy to obey the rules (laws) 
we agree with

 ୭ how do we make sure we agree with the laws? 
Answer: let us make them ourselves! If we don’t 
like the laws, we have only ourselves to blame!

 ୭ how do we make sure the law courts are fair  
on us? We ask people like us to judge: guilty or 
innocent.

That’s the sort of system Cleisthenes set up in 
Athens. Democracy – government (rule) by the 
people.

Athens was what we call direct democracy. This 
meant everyone took part individually. It worked 
like this:

 ୭ ordinary citizens were chosen at random to (a) 
take up government jobs, and (b) serve in the 
law courts

 ୭ all citizens met in an Assembly to decide on 
new laws; everyone could speak and vote:  
yes or no, for or against.

Meetings were in the open air. You joined in only 
if could be bothered to turn up. Voting was done 
either:
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Cleopatra and her secret
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Cleopatra is still very young when her mother dies. She realizes that her destiny will
be to marry her brother or father, because her family is supposed to rule Egypt forever. 
Cleopatra makes an important decision: she herself will take the throne one day. 
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Arsène Lupin - Gentleman thief
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Well-known easy to read introduction to the rich literature of the world.

The popular Netflix series with the famous burglar Arsène Lupin led to a renewed 
interest in these French classic short stories about a gentleman thief. Modern and 
easy-to-read!
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The Great Gatsby
x pages

Well-known easy-to-read introduction to the rich literature of the world.

Set in Jazz Age New York, it tells the tragic story of Jay Gatsby, a self-made 
millionaire, and his love for Daisy Buchanan, a wealthy young woman whom 
he loved in his youth
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1984
x pages

Well-known easy to read introduction to the rich literature of the world.

At last, the famous novel 1984 in an easy-to-read version! The novel about truth a
nd facts within politics, and the way they’re constantly manipulated, and therefore 
thematically still very actual.


