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IT ALL STARTED WITH A LIE 
By Denise Brown 

Who said you can trust family? 
The must-read thriller for spring 2024  

by the freshest voice in YA fiction 
 

When Pearl discovers a newspaper clipping showing a 
picture of her dad holding the baby he found abandoned 
outside a hospital, it sets off a chain of events of 
betrayal, obsession, murder.  
And it all started with a lie.  
 

Perfect for fans of Cynthia Murphy and Holly Jackson. 
 

“An addictive blend of secrets, lies and family ties.” 
Andreina Cordani, author of Dead Lucky 
 

"A tense and layered fast-paced mystery centered around a 
long-buried family secret - this dual timeline thriller is dark, 
twisty and incredibly gripping." - Ravena Guron, author of 
This Book Kills 
 

NETGALLEY, 20+ ON ONLINE BOOK REVIEW TOUR FROM 
PUB DATE FOR TWO WEEKS WITH LITPR, MEDIA & 
MARKETING CAMPAIGN BY HASHTAG PRESS & LITPR. 
 
About the Author 
Denise Brown is a freelance ghostwriter, proofreader, and copy 
editor, who still pinches herself some mornings that she gets to sit 
at her desk and write stories for a living. She often wishes that she 
could go back and tell her eight-year-old self that it’s okay to 
daydream because that’s where the magic happens. 
 
Born in East London, Denise has now settled in Scotland where 
she feels certain she must’ve lived in a previous life. She loves 
dogs and snow globes and has a teensy obsession with Jack 
Skellington. 
 
Her debut YA thriller I Am Winter was published by Hashtag Press 
in 2021 and was longlisted for The Diverse Book Awards 2022. 
 
Praise for Denise Brown’s writing 
“Secrets and lies and all too human emotions roll off the pages in 
a vulnerable way that keeps you engaged. Definitely one of the 
best YA novels I’ve read recently.” – KKEC Reads 
 


