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ints and Tips

Its time to organise the biggest party of
Greenwood Wedding! 1t's the Queen of th
in the Green’s big day. and there’s lots o
banquet, seating planning. .~pcafhas, the.
A hedgewitch’s organisation is key to
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1st of Brightling . \
Beltane and the Greenwood Wedding AN
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Ask yourself simple questions in

s
12th of Brightling
Birds and Bees disco

e

15th of Brightling

Fox Cubs Gymnastics Display Will owls and mice be sitting next {0 eacl
ox 1ymna YN

at the banquet?
NO.

Brightling new moon -
School summer term begin:

All month long

Swifs arriving from Africa Will Hiceup Sprites be allowed 0 4

(he Best Man’s speech?
NO
—=Z
Grab your clipboard, st raighten you

Weddings need very careful planning, espe
ones. This is going to be a very bu

Will foxes be allowed to dance with rg hits?
NO

Hettie Nettle’s Handbook
for Hedgewitches

Written and illustrated by Claire Barker

MOON
+BIRD

By Ash, Oak and Thorn meets The Junior Witch’s Handbook

Dive into Hettie Nettle’s secret notebook about the Wild
Wood in this fictional guide to becoming a hedgewitch
— a magical guardian of nature.

Filled with enchanting watercolour illustrations of the
amazing things Hettie finds and the magical beings she
encounters, this stunning month-by-month guide reveals:

¢ how to perform spells

0 how to behave around fairies

0 how to celebrate the 8 sabbaths on the Wheel of
the Year

0 how to interview celebrities in the Wild Wood
(such as the Moon and Jack Frost)

CLAIRE BARKER is the Devon-based author of the
Knitbone Pepper series (Winner of The Book Factor,
shortlisted for the Sainsbury’s Children’s Book Prize,
shortlisted for the Fantastic Book Award) and the
Picklewitch + Jack series (Winner of the Surrey Libraries
Children’s Book Award, the North Somerset Teachers’
Book Award and the Inspired Read Award 2020). Find out
more: clairebarkerauthor.com.

% Moon name: Wolf

‘The Wild Wood is now fast asleep.
1t’s the month of The Dreaming.

JANUAPR

Whisper name:
THE DREAMING

She creaks and sways, gently
snoring in and out, her roots
tucked deep beneath a cosy blanket
of rich soil and leaves. A new year
i being dreamed into being.

This is a very important time for
the. Wild Wood. Not much may

seem (o be happening but all the g g
time she is working hard (o get the * sl 3
dream right, imagining the year ahead 5

carefully. Seeds must sprout at the & .- of
right time, nests must be. filled, berries 3

must be juicy and shiny. I's a hedgewitch's s
responsibility to make sure that the wood 6“‘

isn’t disturbed during The Dreaming.

NOTE: Be warned that Wind and Rain will make bets with each
other that they can wake up the Wild Wood. Don’t let this worry
you. They never succeed. Any snow just acts as an extra cosy blanket,

GOOD FOLK NEWS

Brambleberry is the perfect month to wander in the wood and sense
changes. sniffing the air, watching the light, feeling the magic all
around. Faeties are especially sensitive to the seasons’ changes,

Farly this month, the Blackberry Elves are out in force, gathering the
last of the summer’s fruit and the first autumnal berries, Back in (he.
spring. they wove bramble stem haskets and dandelion cord ropes,
so they were ready for the Big Blackberry Harvest. The elves don't

- but are great climbers, able o pick the plumpest and
dlos erries from the highest bushes.
‘They are fearless, with strong bodies
and a love of heights, They are
only rarely seen working during
the day, as starlight makes the
blackberries taste better.

iy, A hedgewitch’s to-do list:

. V/Add gold-ips to leaes,

/Berty shine blackberries,
bilberries and rosehips.

/Scatter seeds and plant bulbs,
//Make fruit crumbles and jam.

/Gather wigs (o make
broomsticks.

Blackberry Flves work in
pairs and are perfectly
e camouflaged. They wear
> \l purple woollen jackets
y and green hats to protect
/' PREPARE FOR. SCHOOL, | them from thorns. If you'd
SPELLING TEST. \ &Sy like to leave them a treat,
B e it has b e e | they are particularly fond
book, tool, achoo, doodle, L, WS of cake crumbs,
igloo, goose, wood, | Faery riddle of the month |

'

toodleoo, etc. Q: I'live inside a pocket
- . and yet am nothing,
What am 1?
A:lam a hole.
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