
“Mary, Georgia, 1851
 

My Momma always told me that, one day, 
remarkable things would happen to me. 
‘No, Mary,’ I hear her say, voice dripping 

like treacle, ‘not happen to you; you will do 
remarkable things.’

Not now though, trapped and with no room to 
properly breathe – nowhere to look even but 
the sky above and the earth under my feet 

pressed flat on the ground from working and 
walking from dawn until the sun sets low in 
a stretched wide sky of cerise and crimson. 

For now, my space to breathe is inside. In that 
little pocket deep within my chest or heart or 

something – the bit they can’t touch.”

Clover has felt so alone since her mother passed 
away - there was only ever Mum and Clover and 
they were a team. That is until Clover discovers 
a box of old letters, dating back to 1851, where 

the voice of a young woman will tell Clover 
about her true heritage and the dark family 
secrets of slavery that Mum hid from her. 
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