
  

The Year Shakespeare
Ruined My Life
by Dani Jansen

ISBN: 978-1-77260-121-3
Price CAD: $13.95
Format: Trade Paperback
Trim: 8.25 x 5.5
Page Count: 304
Category: Teen, ages 13 to 19
Pub Month: September 2020

Sales Handle:
Shakespeare, love triangles, and a corgi named Princess Sunshine.

Description:
Alison Green, desperate Valedictorian-wannabe, agrees to produce her school’s disaster-prone production
of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Her second big mistake is accidentally saying yes to a date with her oldest
friend, Jack, even though she’s crushing on Charlotte, the star of the play.
Alison Green, desperate Valedictorian-wannabe, agrees to produce her school’s production of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. That’s her first big mistake. The second is accidentally saying yes to a date
with her oldest friend, Jack, even though she’s crushing on Charlotte. Alison manages to stay positive, even
when her best friend starts referring to the play as "Ye Olde Shakespearean Disaster." Alison must cope
with the misadventures that befall the play if she’s going to survive the year. She’ll also have to grapple with
what it means to be out and what she might be willing to give up for love.
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Sales Points
• Empowers LBGTQ children and the wider community 

with its stong and powerful message 
• Encourages self-love and acceptance
• Creates opportunity for open discussion and learning
• Perfect for all fans of 

‘My Shadow is Pink’

ISBN: 9781772604047
Price: £12.99
Pub Date: October 2025
Size: 213 x 213mm
Category: Picture Book
Format: Hardback
Extent: 24
Age: 6 to 8
Key Words: Gender idenXty, Inclusion, 
Equality, LBGTQ

All sales and marketing enquiries 
Contact:
MMS
Email: info@mms-publishing.com
Tel: +44 (0) 20 8898 5211
www.mms-publishing.com
50 Godfrey Avenue, 
Twickenham, TW2 7PF

HELLO WORLD 
MEET EDWINA!

Description:
Edwin loves his sister Patsy’s closet. He adores dresses and 
earrings and boots with high heels. And when he’s finished getting 
dressed, Edwin is transformed... into the fabulous Edweena! 

Today is the figure skating competition at school and Edwin has 
decided to compete as Edweena. What will people say when they 
meet her for the first time? 

Can a boy in drag win the competition? Edweena will have to give 
her best performance ever to find out! 
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Subject

JUVENILE
FICTION/LGBTQ+/General

Audience range

Age (years) from 6 - 8, Grade (CAN)
from 1 - 3, Grade (US) from 1 - 3,
Reading age from 6 - 8

Reading Levels

Fountas & Pinnell Text Level
Gradient: M

Lexile measure: 570L

Other formats

9781772604061 Fixed format,
Kindle, $14.99

9781772604054 Fixed format,
EPUB, $14.99

9781772604078 Hardback, Picture
book, $21.95

Distributor

UTP Distribution

Carton Quantity: 44

9781772604047

 English

 Colour illustrations

8.5 x 8.5 x 0.2 in | 200 gr

24 pages

The Fabulous Edweena

By (author) Edwin Dumont    , Illustrated by Melissa Cho   
Mar 18, 2025 | Hardcover , Picture book | $21.95 |

Hello world, meet Edweena!

Edwin loves his sister Patsy’s closet. He adores dresses and earrings and boots
with high heels. And when he’s finished getting dressed, Edwin is transformed…
into the fabulous Edweena!

Today is the figure skating competition at school and Edwin has decided to
compete as Edweena. What will people say when they meet her for the first time?
Can a boy in drag win the competition? Edweena will have to give her best
performance ever to find out!

Contributor Bio

Edwin Dumont was born in Parry Sound to a family with Ojibway heritage. He
has always been called Edweena. Cinderella said, “A dream is a wish your heart
makes,” and Edwin's dream of being a writer came true. He owns a hair salon and
lives with his husband in Toronto. 

Melissa Cho is a multi-hyphenated Korean-Canadian creative designer based in
Toronto, Ontario. Having built a career in illustration and animation, she
celebrates the ebbs and flows of life and holds a passion for intentional and
charming storytelling. She keeps busy through personal creative ventures, from
handmade crafts to traditional illustrations.

Contributor Website

Key Selling Points

Key Selling Points:

A playful, impactful story about a young, Indigenous boy stepping out of his
comfort zone and going out in public in drag for the first time.

Emphasises the power of drag, and how special Edwin feels when he
transforms into Edweena. He can feel confident and beautiful.

The Fabulous Edweena is Edwin Dumont’s debut children’s book, and he was
inspired to write it after reading other LGBTQIA2S+ books for kids and his
own love of drag from a young age.

A conversation starter for young readers and families to see the joy in drag
and why it’s valuable as an art form.

When Edweena enters the skating competition, it showcases the support he
receives from family and friends, which is incredibly important for queer kids.

A dual language edition in Anishinaabemowin (Ojibwe) and English is also
available, titled Omaamakaadendaagozi Edwiina / The Fabulous Edweena.

Promotion Plans

MARKETING CAMPAIGN:

Extensive ARC Distribution

Digital galley promotion on Edelweiss, CataList, PW

Outreach to Children’s BookTok

Promotion at Bookseller, Library, Educator Conferences: ABA, ALA, TLA,
NCTE

Outreach to Indigenous and LGBTQIA2S+ media

Local book launch featuring a drag performance

Reviews

"A figure-skating competition offers an
opportunity for a child to explore
individual expression in this personal-
feeling picture book by Dumont, who is
of Ojibway heritage....Edwin
transforms into Edweena Louisa: it’s
'the first time my classmates will see
me wear a dress and heels.' Fearing
disapproval despite the excitement,
Edweena heads to the rink, where
affirming reactions lead to the
triumphant child feeling that 'I’ve
already won.' Cho’s scratchy, star-
splashed illustrations portray would-be
naysayers using monochromatic filters,
while Edweena appears vibrant on
every page." - Publishers Weekly

"In this gentle tale, a young figure
skater named Edwin borrows his
sister’s clothes for competition….In a
unique narrative choice, readers never
learn if Edweena wins the competition.
The self-confidence and acceptance
gained throughout the story are the
true rewards. VERDICT A
heartwarming story that will enrich
any collection."
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