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The Oak Tree meets Be a Tree

An enchanting, fact-filled picture book celebrating 12 of
the world’s national trees, including mapped endpapers
showing the global reach of the trees.

Discover how local people use each of the trees, their
historical significance, the unique creatures that live in and
around them and why they are so beloved. Trees include
India’s Banyan, Chile’s Pehuen, Canada’s Sugar Maple,
England’s Oak, South Africa’s Yellowood and more.

e - This book will teach young people and their families just
how uniquely iconic, fabulous and beloved their national
trees are to so many cultures around the world.

National Trees

ISBN: 9781917194297 MICHELLE CUSOLITO is a teacher, curriculum developer
PRICE: £14.99 and adjunct professor. Her book Flying Deep won the PEN-
PUBLICATION: 31 March 2026 NE Susan P. Bloom Children’s Book Discovery Award and

: e was on the NSTA Outstanding Science Trade Books list. She
FORMAT: Hardback 250 x 250 mm is also the author of the NSTA-CBE award-winning Diving
PAGE COUNT: 40 Deep, and more. She is based in Middleborough, USA.
FINISHES: TO ADD MARYA WRIGHT is an illustrator who hand-draws all the
THEMA CODE: YNNT individual elements of her magical illustrations. She is
AGE RANGE: 4-8 years based in London, UK.

The roots thicken
and become
wooden pillars,

3 making one tree
seem like a whole forest.

Banyan seeds land in
the crook of other trees,
then sprout and send

snake-like
aerial
roots
down

from the canopy
to the ground.

Children play

in their branches.

Adults shelter

in the shade of the canopy,

to converse and confide
barter and bargain.

. CUBAN ROYAL PalLm
(Roystonea regia) Hanging sprays

it of heavily scented blooms
release a snowstorm of polien.

Then, birds and bats feast
on fruit growing

beneath
the feathery fronds.
Farmers fatten hogs
on the fruit.

Tough leathery leaves called fronds
are pointed at the tip
so water

drips

‘ during tropical storms,
‘ If winds blow
00 strong,
fronds drop
| tothe ground
o prevent the tree
from toppling.

Royal paims are woven
into the ceremonial practices
of Santeria and Christianity,
the most popular

religions in Cuba.

The first children’s book
on national trees!
Viewed and vetted |
by a botanist! | ‘%
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